
God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible

Part Three: The Age of Christ
Lesson Forty-Three: Paul’s Small Letters (2) 
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Colossians 1:9-11; 3:1-10; 3:12-14; ; Philemon 8-16; 1 Thessalonians. 1:5-8; 4:13-18; 2 Thessalonians 1:6-10; 3:6-10
T
he city of Colosse was located in Asia minor near Laodicea and Hierapolis. Paul wrote one epistle to the church there and a small epistle to a member of this church named Philemon. The two letters may have been delivered together.    

Paul did not establish the church in Colosse (2:1), but wrote to them when he learned about their acceptance of the Gospel. He told them, “we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding” (Col. 1:9). The letter encourages the church to live as Christ would have them to. To do this He first describes what Christ has done for them as Christians. Jesus has, “delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins” (Col. 1:13-14). The kingdom which God promised in the Old Testament is realized in the hearts and souls of those in submission to Christ as King. He tells them that God in Christ was pleased, “to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him” (Col. 1:20). The soul obedient to the Gospel can be “reconciled” back to God. As will many of his letters Paul devotes the last part of his letter to practical admonitions to faithfulness. These include conduct which they must “put to death” (3:5) and conduct they must “put on” (3:12). He ends with specific instructions in the home (3:18-21) and to servants and masters (3:22-4:1).

These instructions to servants and masters are particularly interesting because at the end of the letter Paul mentions a companion of his named “Onesimus” (4:9). Onesimus was the servant of a member of the church in Colosse named Philemon. Onesimus has left Philemon for some reason and Paul sends him back to his master (Philemon 12). Paul devotes a small letter to Philemon urging him to receive Onesimus back, even offering to pay back himself anything which Onesimus might owe him (Philemon 18). Paul had converted Onesimus while imprisoned (Philemon 10).

Paul devotes two small letters to the church which he had established in Thessalonica, in the region of Macedonia. Although they had accepted the truth in the face of great opposition (Acts 17:5-9), their courage made them, “examples to all in Macedonia and Achaia who believe” (1 Thess. 1:7). This courage may be what motivated their great love for each other. Paul wrote, “concerning brotherly love you have no need that I should write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one another” (1 Thess. 4:9). To encourage them Paul reveals some of the most detailed descriptions of Judgment Day and urges them to stay prepared for it (1 Thess. 4:13-5:11; 2 Thess. 1:6-10). He warns them of apostasy (or “turning away”) from truth which will happen (2 Thess. 2:1-12), and commands them to, “withdraw from every brother who walks disorderly and not according to the tradition which he received from us” (2 Thess. 3:6). As he told the Corinthians, such discipline protects the church and seeks to save the soul of the unrepentant (1 Cor. 5:5-6).
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Study Questions
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1.  Some teach that Christ’s kingdom does not yet exist. What does Colossians 1:13-14 indicate about this?


2.  Some teach that Jesus was merely an angel. What does Colossians 1:15-17 and 2:9-10 indicate about this?
 
3.  What does Paul say that Philemon “owes” him (Philemon 19)?



What does this mean?
 

4.  What caused the great “affliction” the Christians in Thessalonica faced when they first obeyed the Gospel (Acts 17:5-9)?

5.  Many in the religious world believe in a “rapture” (or catching away) which will happen before a 1000 year earthly reign of Jesus. What does First Thessalonians 4:13-18 indicate about this false doctrine?


6.  To what does Paul compare the Lord’s coming on Judgment Day (1 Thess. 5:1-2)?           

7.  What does Paul promise for those who do not “obey the Gospel” (2 Thess. 1:8-9)?
8.  In Paul’s commands to withdraw from the “disorderly” brother, what does he say that he should not be (2 Thess. 3:14)?



What are they to do?




Key Passage: “If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory” (Colossians 3:2-4, NKJV).
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